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 3 
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Overall Comments 
  

Overall, I felt this was a sensitively made series of portraits that bode well for the future. The 

main area I thought that could be developed was your use of text, or rather a lack of text, to 

give the subjects more of a voice within your portraiture. 

  

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 

Creativity 

  

Below are Simon’s note with David’s comments added in italics: 

 

• This is generally an engaging piece, with consistent and considered images. 

The layout is also interesting, with images placed inside white space to draw 

the viewer’s eye. DavidW: I wasn’t entirely clear if the intent was for a digital 

book or a series of digital prints, so this could possibly be expanded upon in 

the critique. Our discussion, noted below, about text as a first ‘page’ would 

then imply a book. 

• I might want to review the sequence as the opening image is perhaps not the 

strongest. DavidW: Yes, it was a little tight and the subject’s face less visible 

than in some, meaning that, whilst it worked as a portrait, I wasn’t sure it was 

string enough to lead the overall series. 

• I should consider adding text to the images – names, or a caption – to give 

the viewer a better frame of reference and allow a better connection to the 



people used as subjects. DavidW: For me, this was the most important 

takeaway from the series. I wanted to know more about these people and 

places. What ‘Survival Strategies’ were exhibited in each – in some cases it 

was obvious but in others not so much… Text via captions would help this, or 

perhaps even overlaid as in John Kippin’s work 

• Another option could be to use introductory text as the first page. 

• We also discussed how different formats, via their different aspect ratios, 

might lead to differing readings of images, especially for those who have 

worked with film. 6x7 or 5x4 images were traditionally read as being more 

slowly made and, as such, considered vs 35mm for example. 

 

Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity 

  

We discussed wider issues involving Parr that have come to light recently (see below), and 

what that might change about viewings of his historic work. 

 

Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   

  

Read up on the row over Martin Parr and the reissued book by Gian Butturini, and 

also the controversy over some of David Alan Harvey’s work. Look at Ben 

Chesterton’s Duckrabbit blog DavidW: especially on Ben’s twitter feed: 

https://twitter.com/duckrabbitblog  

Investigate issues of ethics in documentary photography, including the debate over 

image ownership.  

Look at the portrait work of Sian Davey, Jim Mortram and Ken Grant. 

  

Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   

  

Use Waybackmachine on Archive.org in case of broken links in course book 

DavidW: this is a useful site to keep on hand as you’ll frequently find old material you 

are looking for has been moved (gallery and museum sites are particular repeat 

offenders) 

 

 

Suggested reading/viewing 
Context 

  

See Research section above 

Pointers for the next assignment 

  
Assignment 4 planned for submission by October 30th 

https://twitter.com/duckrabbitblog


I should plan my A4 essay around a single photograph rather than a wider subject, as too 

wide a scope will test the 2000 word limit. 

Perhaps tie this in with exploring documentary ethics. 

 Essay should be submitted in Word format to allow tutor’s addition of revision notes 

  

Please inform me of how you would like your feedback for the next assignment: 

written or video/audio. 

  

 

 
 
  

Tutor name  David Wyatt 

Date 31/8/20 

Next assignment due 30/10/20 

  

 


